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Grandma, granddaughter make music

uContinued on Page 5.

Shar Isaacs and her grand-
daughter, Hayden Frasco, 
are thinking about practic-
ing “Silent Night” as a duet. 
But the nights usually aren’t 
silent at their home.

Isaacs is a student in the 
Goofin’ Around Keyboard 
Class and Frasco is a ukulele 
student at the Wichita Mu-
sic Academy, both housed 
at Garten’s Music. Frasco, 
age 9, has learned about the 
importance of practicing her 

Shar Isaacs, 
left, is a Goofin’ 
Around Keyboard 
Class student. Her 
granddaughter, 
Hayden Frasco, is 
learning ukulele 
at the Wichita 
Music Academy.

Watch more of our interview with Hayden and Shar: 
https://goo.gl/cKH1Ei  

The Christmas 
lunch for 
Organ Club 
took place 
in December 
at Spear’s. 
The event 
included 
music, a gift 
exchange and 
more!

Organ Club celebrates with food, fun, festive music

instrument from Isaacs.

“It’s really a neat thing for 
grandma and granddaughter 

to do together,” Isaacs said.

Isaacs joined the keyboard 
class when Cindy Houston, 
president of Garten’s Music, 
presented a program at 
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Graduation day!
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Congrats to our graduates of the Goofin’ Around Keyboard Class (Christmas 
theme class)! Front row, from left: Lisa Shorter, Judy Fruth, Debra Higgs, Penny 
Ruddle, Helon Spencer. Back row, from left: Casey O’Donnell, Carolyn Johnson, 
Galen Fruth, Noel Gary, Fred Washington, Margaret Shifflett. 

Congrats to our graduates 
of the Goofin’ Around 
Keyboard Class (Red 
Book 4)! Front row, from 
left: Lynette Hasz, Linda 
Overman. Back row: Donna 
Clasen, Rasri Kraisan, 
Brenda Banta, Janet 
Adams, Anna May Colon. 
Not pictured: Jocelyn 
Pickard, Zelma Smith.

See photos from our 
Wichita Music Academy 
Student Showcases, 
Page 4. Videos are 
online: www.tinyurl.
com/gartensmusic

Holiday harmonies



Mark your calendars!
Upcoming classes and gatherings at Garten’s Music:

Organ Club
includes a Name That Tune 

game, playing tips, new 
songbooks and great music!

for adult beginners teaches 
students to have a blast goofin’ 

around at the keyboard! The 
10-week class affords students 
the chance to learn to play in a 
fun, no-stress (and no recital) 
environment. We’ll even loan 

you an instrument!
FREE introductory classes:
– 2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25

– 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 26

– 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19
(Theme: Physical movement)
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L.I.F.E. in Kansas
MusicMakers

Join the club and enjoy
making music with us! 

– 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 5

Graduation day!

Classes starting!

Theme Class
(More 100 Years of Song)

– starts at 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9

Lowrey Magic Red Book 3 
– starts at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10

Theme Class (First 50 
Songs You Should
Play On Keyboard)

– starts at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11

Save the date!
Lowrey’s Chuck Wright 

and Bob Ashworth will be 
in town Thursday, Jan. 18. 
We look forward to their 
workshops and music!

Congrats to our graduates of the 
Goofin’ Around Keyboard Class 
(Christmas theme class)! Clockwise 
from top: Rod Gillett, LaJuan 
Hutcherson, Lisa Shorter, Joan Welborn, 
instructor Cindy Houston.

Christmas project

The Organ Club dropped off these 
bags of goodies and gifts to its shut-in 
members for its Christmas project!



4

The Wichita Music 
Academy Student 
Showcases were 
Dec. 17. After the 
performances, 
Santa Claus 
visited and 
refreshments 
were served. 
Thanks to our 
students for 
sharing their 
music, to our 
teachers for 
helping them 
prepare, and to 
Santa!

Merry
melodies

See 
more 
photos 
on 
back 
page.
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Orchard Park Senior Center. 
Isaacs now owns a Lowrey 
EZ2, and she even takes it 
with her to Arizona, where 
she lives six months of each 
year.

“I play it every day over 
there in Arizona – some-
times at night and some-
times in the morning,” 
Isaacs said.

She played snare drum and 
cymbals in high school. The 
ease of one-finger chords 
and large-print music ap-
peal to her now. Her favorite 
songs to play are hymns.

“It calms you,” she said. 
“I’ll go, ‘Oh, it’s already 
20 minutes’ and I didn’t 
realize I played that long. It 
helps fulfill you and pass the 
time.” 

That’s especially important 
since her husband passed 
away on Christmas five 
years ago. Isaacs said she 
had to find her own way 
as a widow, so she became 
involved in music lessons, 
art class, pool aerobics and 
pickleball.

“No matter what age we 
are, we should try every-
thing there is,” said Isaacs, 
77. “We don’t have to be 20 

years old to learn something 
new.”

That was another lesson she 
wanted to teach Frasco, who 
showed an interest in her 
Lowrey.

“She plays tennis,” Isaacs 
said. “I want her to try ev-
erything and see what she 
likes. Music is something I 
could see she could get in-
terested and be involved in.”

When Frasco accompanied 
Isaacs to Garten’s Music, 
she was drawn to the ukes.

“I wanted to be famous,” 
Frasco said. “Ukulele was 
perfect.”

She especially likes Grace 
VanderWaal, a singer and 
ukulele player who won 
“America’s Got Talent” at 
age 12.

“I like to share my music 
with others, like my family 
and friends,” Frasco said.

She played in her first Stu-
dent Showcase on Dec. 
17. Her favorite songs she 
has learned on ukulele are 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb” 
and “All I Want For Christ-
mas is You.” Frasco incor-
porated her ukulele into her 

Halloween costume when 
she was a hula dancer. She 
also performed for fellow 
students after her teacher 
asked her to bring her uke to 
school.

Frasco is thankful that her 
grandmother bought her a 
ukulele and accessories and 
facilitated her lessons.

“I love it so much and I’m 
so grateful for everything,” 
she said. “It wasn’t even my 
birthday.”

Frasco’s friend from school 
did receive a uke for her 
birthday, and she was con-
sidering lessons but felt ap-
prehensive.

“I said Garten’s Music and 
the Wichita Music Academy 
was perfect,” Frasco re-
called. “I told her, ‘Don’t be 
nervous. It’s not very nerve-
racking.’ … I told her just 
try your best.”

Isaacs also encourages her 
fellow seniors at Orchard 
Park. She tells them how 
much she enjoys her classes 
and that they aren’t scary.

“You just keep trying things 
until you find your niche,” 
Isaacs added. “And I’ve 
found mine.”

uContinued from Page 1.



The Wichita Music
Academy offers instruction 
in piano, keyboard, guitar, 
bass, voice, ukulele, flute, 

tuba, saxophone, trombone,  
trumpet, clarinet, baritone/

euphonium, violin, viola, 
cello, drums & percussion!

Congrats to the winner of our monthly 
drawing for November! Kelly Ihme 

won a Slap Band glass set.

Welcome to new & 
returning students 
who signed up for 
lessons & classes!
Keith R.
Trinity K.
Jade B.
Mia W.
Yvonne C.
Casey O.
Lisa S.
Arletta P.
Lynette H.
Dominick G.

Brody H.
Michelle W.
Holly G.
Aaron R.
Rosie B.
Carolyn J.
Kerrie P.
Janet A.
Linda O.
Mickey G.

uContinued from Page 4.

Our next Student 
Showcases will be in 
June 2018. We look 
forward to it!


